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the crucible is a study in the mass hysteria which led to the 1692 salem witchcraft trials
concentrating on the fate of some of the key figures caught up in the persecution it
powerfully depicts people and principles under pressure and the issues and motivations
involved at the same time it is also a parable for the events of the mccarthy era in the
usa of the 1950s when anyone suspected of left wing views was arraigned for un
american activities

a haunting examination of groupthink and mass hysteria in a rural community the place
is salem massachusetts in 1692 an enclave of rigid piety huddled on the edge of a
wilderness its inhabitants believe unquestioningly in their own sanctity but in arthur
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miller s edgy masterpiece that very belief will have poisonous consequences when a
vengeful teenager accuses a rival of witchcraft and then when those accusations
multiply to consume the entire village first produced in 1953 at a time when america
was convulsed by a new epidemic of witch hunting the crucible brilliantly explores the
threshold between individual guilt and mass hysteria personal spite and collective evil it
is a play that is not only relentlessly suspenseful and vastly moving but that compels
readers to fathom their hearts and consciences in ways that only the greatest theater
ever can a drama of emotional power and impact new york post

the 1953 premiere of the crucible confirmed arthur miller s reputation as one of
america s most important and serious playwrights as it underscored the earlier success
of miller s pulitzer prize winning drama death of a salesman while dealing with the 1692
witch trials in salem massachusetts the crucible reveals miller s concern with issues of
individual conscience and guilt by association issues that were manifest in the social
and political problems of his own time the drama is both a historical play of 17th century
colonial america and a parable about the communist witch hunts in the united states of
the 1950s miller uses the moral absolutism of puritan salem to parallel the infamous
congressional hearings led by senator joseph mccarthy the events which frame miller s
tragic drama are separated by some two hundred and sixty years but are joined by
circumstances where elements of disparate societies seek only evidence of guilt and
ignore or suppress all evidence to suggest otherwise with universal themes that
transcend time and place including national borders the crucible remains one of the
most often produced american plays worldwide in the crucible politics property and
pretense james j martine extends his analysis beyond the standard critical appraisals
that compare the drama s setting only to the time in which it was written the mccarthy
era martine examines in detail miller s historical sources and the ways in which he
adapted this material to his contemporary audience martine suggests the play should
be read within a variety of contexts that is as a product of and reaction to the mccarthy
era as a milestone in the development of miller s work as an exemplar of the genre of
tragedy as part of the tradition of american theatre and as a basis for later adaptations
in his discussion martine considers both the written text and the play as public
performance he examines the play s settings props and exits and entrances and draws
attention to the various ways in which miller built these directions about the play s
performance into the written text martine argues convincingly that the crucible should
not be approached as a monochromatic written text as it often has been but as a
multifaceted performance text his study includes photographs of a contemporary
staged production in addition to commentary on robert ward s pulitzer prize winning
opera based on miller s drama martine s multi leveled exploration enables the reader to
understand and thus appreciate the crucible and arthur miller more fully book jacket
title summary field provided by blackwell north america inc all rights reserved
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this powerful political drama set amidst the historical salem witch trials is commonly
understood as miller s poighant response to mccarthyism

now a major film from 20th century fox this is the first ever adaptation of arthur miller s
twentieth century classic for the big screen set in the 17th century it famously mirrors
the communist witch hunts of mccarthyism in 50s america a fascinating and disturbing
dramatisation of the collective psychology of persecution it shows all too painfully how
even a close knit rural community can be desolated once doubt and suspicion take hold

contemporary critics analyze historical background themes structure and
characterization in arthur miller s study of the salem witch trials

on december 8 1941 as the pacific war reached the philippines yay panlilio a filipina irish
american faced a question with no easy answer how could she contribute to the war in
this 1950 memoir the crucible an autobiography by colonel yay filipina american
guerrilla panlilio narrates her experience as a journalist triple agent leader in the
philippine resistance against the japanese and lover of the guerrilla general marcos v
augustin from the war torn streets of japanese occupied manila to battlegrounds in the
countryside and the rural farmlands of central california panlilio blends wry
commentary rigorous journalistic detail and popular romance weaving together
appearances by douglas macarthur and carlos romulo with dangerous espionage
networks this work provides an insightful perspective on the war the crucible invites
readers to see new intersections in filipina o asian american and american literature
studies and denise cruz s introduction imparts key biographical historical and cultural
contexts to that purpose

the crucible sparknotes literature guide by arthur miller making the reading experience
fun when a paper is due and dreaded exams loom here s the lit crit help students need
to succeed sparknotes literature guides make studying smarter better and faster they
provide chapter by chapter analysis explanations of key themes motifs and symbols a
review quiz and essay topics lively and accessible sparknotes is perfect for late night
studying and paper writing includes an a essay an actual literary essay written about the
spark ed book to show students how a paper should be written 16 pages devoted to
writing a literary essay including a glossary of literary terms step by step tutoring on
how to write a literary essay a feature on how not to plagiarize

an introduction to arthur miller s play the crucible discussing the author s life the impact
of the play its plot cast of characters literary criticism and pertinence for today s
audiences

the original cliffsnotes study guides offer a look into critical elements and ideas within
classic works of literature the latest generation of titles in this series also feature
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glossaries and visual elements that complement the classic familiar format cliffsnotes
on the crucible takes you into arthur miller s play about good and evil self identity and
morality following the atmosphere and action of the salem witch trials of the 1600s this
study guide looks into puritan culture with critical commentaries about each act and
scene other features that help you figure out this important work include life and
background of the author introduction to the play character web and in depth analyses
of the major roles summaries and glossaries related to each act essays that explore the
author s narrative technique and the play s historical setting a review section that tests
your knowledge and suggests essay topics and practice projects a resource center for
checking out details on books publications and internet resources classic literature or
modern day treasure you |l understand it all with expert information and insight from
cliffsnotes study guides

step into the haunting world of the crucible arthur miller s powerful drama that unravels
the dark tapestry of the salem witch trials this gripping tale of hysteria moral conflict
and the human spirit s resilience is not just a play it s a timeless exploration of the
consequences of fear and the quest for truth as accusations spiral out of control
characters grapple with their own integrity leading to tragedy and redemption in a
society gripped by paranoia after decades out of print alpha editions proudly presents a
meticulously restored edition of this american literature classic ensuring that miller s
profound social commentary resonates with today s readers and future generations
this is not merely a reprint it s a collector s item and a cultural treasure designed for
both casual readers and devoted literature enthusiasts delve into the intricate
character analysis and rich themes that have cemented the crucible as a cornerstone of
20th century drama whether you re revisiting this iconic work or discovering it for the
first time this edition invites you to reflect on the delicate balance between individual
morality and societal pressure experience the urgency of miller s message and add this
essential piece of literary history to your collection today

this reference investigates the role of landscape in popular works and in doing so
explores the time in which they were written literary geography an encyclopedia of real
and imagined settings is an authoritative guide for students teachers and avid readers
who seek to understand the importance of setting in interpreting works of literature
including poetry by examining how authors and poets shaped their literary landscapes
in such works as the great gatsby and nineteen eighty four readers will discover
historical political and cultural context hidden within the words of their favorite reads
the alphabetically arranged entries provide easy access to analysis of some of the most
well known and frequently assigned pieces of literature and poetry entries begin with a
brief introduction to the featured piece of literature and then answer the questions how
is literary landscape used to shape the story how is the literary landscape imbued with
the geographical political cultural and historical context of the author s contemporary
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world whether purposeful or not pop up boxes provide quotes about literary landscapes
throughout the book and an appendix takes a brief look at the places writers
congregated and that inspired them a comprehensive scholarly bibliography of
secondary sources pertaining to mapping physical and cultural geography ecocriticism
and the role of nature in literature rounds out the work

your future as a writer is in your hands whether you are a newcomer or an accomplished
professional a novelist story writer or a writer of nonfiction you will find this book a
wealth of immediately useful guidance not available anywhere else as sol stein
renowned editor author and instructor explains this is not a book of theory it is a book
of useable solutions how to fix writing that is flawed how to improve writing that is good
how to create interesting writing in the first place you will find one of the great
unspoken secrets of craftsmanship in chapter 5 called markers the key to swift
characterization in chapter 7 stein reveals for he first time in print the wonderful system
for creating instant conflict developed in the playwrights group of the actors studio of
which he was a founder in secrets of good dialogue the premier teacher of dialogue
gives you the instantly useable techniques that not only make verbal exchanges
exciting but that move the story forward immediately you won t need to struggle with
flashbacks or background material after you ve read chapter 14 which shows you how
to bring background into the foreground writers of both fiction and nonfiction will relish
the amphetamines for speeding up pace and the many ways to liposuction flab as well
as how to tap originality and recognize what successful titles have in common you |l
discover literary values that enhance writing providing depth and resonance you Il bless
the day you read chapters 32 and 33 and discover why revising by starting at page one
can be a serious mistake and how to revise without growing cold on your manuscript in
the pages of this book nonfiction writers will find a passport to the new revolution in
journalism and a guide to using the techniques of fiction to enhance nonfiction fresh
useful informative and fun to read and reread stein on writing is a book you will mark up
dog ear and cherish
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