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since its publication in germany manfred clauss s introduction to the roman mithras cult
has become widely accepted as the most reliable as well as the most readable account of
its elusive and fascinating subject for the english edition the author has revised the work
to take account of recent research and new archaeological discoveries the mystery cult
of mithras first became evident in rome towards the end of the first century ad during the
next two centuries carried by its soldier and merchant devotees it spread to the frontier
of the western empire from britain to bosnia perhaps because of odd similarities between
the cult and their own religion the early christians energetically suppressed it frequently
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constructing churches over the caves mithraea in which its rituals took place by the end
of the fourth century the cult was extinct professor clauss draws on the archaeological
evidence from over 400 temples and their contents including over a thousand
representations of ritual in sculpure and painting to seek an understanding of the nature
and purpose of the cult and what its mysteries and secret rites of initiation and sacrifice
meant to its devotees in doing so he introduces the reader to the nature of the
polytheistic societies of the roman empire in which relations and distinctions between
gods and mortals now seem strangely close and blurred he also considers the
connections of mithraicism with astrology and examines how far it can be seen as a direct
descendant of the ancient cult of mitra the persian god of contract cattle and light the
book combines imaginative insight with coherent argument it is well structured
accessibly written and extensively illustrated richard gordon the translator and himself a
distinguished scholar of the subject has provided a bibliography of further reading for
anglophone readers

a study of the religious system of mithraism one of the mystery cults popular in the roman
empire contemporary with early christianity roger beck describes mithraism from the
point of view of the initiate engaging with the religion and its rich symbolic system in
thought word ritual action and cult life he employs the methods of anthropology of
religion and the new cognitive science of religion to explore in detail the semiotics of the
mysteries astral symbolism which has been the principal subject of his many previous
publications on the cult

this book is the first full cognitive history of an ancient religious practice in this ground
breaking study on one of the most intriguing and mysterious cults olympia panagiotidou
with contributions from roger beck shows how cognitive historiography can supplement
our historical knowledge and deepen our understanding of past cultural phenomena the
cult of the sun god mithras which spread widely across the graeco roman world at the
same time as other mystery cults offered its devotees certain images and assumptions
about reality initiation into the mysteries of mithras and participation in the life of the cult
significantly affected and transformed the ways in which the initiated perceived
themselves the world and their position within it the cult s major ideas were conveyed
mainly through its symbolic complexes the ancient written testimonies and other records
are not adequate to establish a definitive reconstruction of mithraic theologies and the
meaning of its complex symbolic structures the roman mithras cult identifies the
cognitive and psychological processes which would have taken place in the minds and
bodies of the mithraists during their initiation and participation in the mysteries enabling
the perception apprehension and integration of the essential images and assumptions of
the cult in its worldview system
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includes pictures includes ancient accounts describing mithras includes online resources
and a bibliography for further reading includes a table of contents it is as though the living
tradition and written records of christianity had disappeared from the world for fifteen
hundred years and there remained to us only a few hundred monuments and the ruins of
some three score churches what could we glean from these of the doctrines of the faith
how from such meagre remains could we reconstruct the story of the god the saving
doctrines the rituals the liturgies g r s mead the mysteries of mithra in the early roman
empire as christianity struggled to gain a foothold and survive in the polytheistic pool of
roman theology its greatest rivals weren t the caesars or the roman aristocracy but rather
the faith and devotion of the common roman legionary the faith of these men was
centered on the god mithras who they believed led them to victory upon the field of battle
and had done so for nearly four centuries despite this widespread belief among soldiers
the cult of mithras was not a creation of the romans although they would eventually add
their own rituals and mysteries to the ancient religion in fact the mithraic religion was an
indo persian creation a theology which managed to travel from india and back into the
hellenic and roman world by way of alexander the great s conquest of the persian empire
eventually the cult of mithras would spread across the ancient world and mithras would
be worshiped from the mountains of india to the coasts of spain as a result the cult of
mithras could ultimately be found in every corner of the roman empire the mithras cult
was one of the many mystery religions that the romans adopted several of which came
from cultures outside of rome isis an egyptian goddess and cybele an anatolian goddess
were both popular with roman women while mithras which was a variation of the name of
the zoroastrian demigod mithra was popular with roman soldiers and the political elite for
over 400 years since the mithras cult like all of the roman mystery cults was esoteric in
nature the exact nature of the influence other cultures had on the cult remains unknown
but some archaeological evidence has led modern scholars to make educated deductions
some believe that the conscription of persian soldiers into the roman army and continued
contact between the parthians and romans led to some members of the ever eclectic
roman society adopting the cult directly from the parthian zoroastrian religion clark 2001
157 this seems like the most plausible explanation but others have argued that the
mithras cult was actually a roman religion that was given a parthian faade to make it
appear more exotic in order to attract romans who were enthralled with eastern
spirituality clark 2001 157 the best evidence to determine the origins of the mithras cult
can be found in the many temples throughout europe that the romans erected to the god
these temples known as mithraea were subterranean chambers where the secret rituals
of the cult took place the best evidence from extant mithraea are the reliefs on the altars
which depict a graphic mythological story the altar reliefs usually depict the god
slaughtering a bull and often accompanied by a leaping dog clark 2001 158 the
references to zoroastrian theology are unmistakable the bull slaughter is similar to an
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account from a zoroastrian text the bundahishen while dogs were viewed as asha animals
in zoroastrian theology and an important part of the funerary ritual clark 2001 158 the
detailed iconography on the mithras altars suggests that the inventors of the mithras cult
had more than just a superficial knowledge of zoroastrianism which in turn indicates a
provenance of the religion somewhere in persian or parthia

since its publication in germany manfred clauss s introduction to the roman mithras cult
has become widely accepted as the most reliable as well as the most readable account of
its elusive and fascinating subject for the english edition the author has revised the work
to take account of recent research and new archaeological discoveries the mystery cult
of mithras first became evident in rome towards the end of the first century ad during the
next two centuries carried by its soldier and merchant devotees it spread to the frontier
of the western empire from britain to bosnia perhaps because of odd similarities between
the cult and their own religion the early christians energetically suppressed it frequently
constructing churches over the caves mithraea in which its rituals took place by the end
of the fourth century the cult was extinct professor clauss draws on the archaeological
evidence from over 400 temples and their contents including over a thousand
representations of ritual in sculpure and painting to seek an understanding of the nature
and purpose of the cult and what its mysteries and secret rites of initiation and sacrifice
meant to its devotees in doing so he introduces the reader to the nature of the
polytheistic societies of the roman empire in which relations and distinctions between
gods and mortals now seem strangely close and blurred he also considers the
connections of mithraicism with astrology and examines how far it can be seen as a direct
descendant of the ancient cult of mitra the persian god of contract cattle and light the
book combines imaginative insight with coherent argument it is well structured
accessibly written and extensively illustrated richard gordon the translator and himself a
distinguished scholar of the subject has provided a bibliography of further reading for
anglophone readers

preliminary material vivienne j walters the sites of mithraic sanctuaries vivienne j walters
the dedicants of mithraic monuments vivienne j walters mithraic representations on
pottery vivienne j walters mithras and the gods of gaul vivienne j walters mithraic
inscriptions and monuments vivienne j walters rejected monuments vivienne j walters
mithraic representations on pottery vivienne j walters addendum vivienne j walters
indexes vivienne j walters list of plates vivienne j walters plates i x| vivienne j walters

a radical reexamination of western history that suggests the descendants of moses were
the architects of the rise of the roman church and the ancestors of european aristocracy
answers the inexplicable disappearance of all mention of moses s descendants from the
bible reveals the key role played by josephus flavius in shaping early christianity explains
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the connection of this secret priesthood to modern secret societies like the freemasons
after the book of exodus moses s two sons and numerous descendants all vanish from
the bible flavio barbiero s investigation of this strange absence and his study of the
centuries long power struggle between the priestly families fighting for control of the
temple of jerusalem starts with the rebellion against rome and the emergence of
josephus flavius one of moses s descendants on the world stage in ad 70 when the
temple in jerusalem was destroyed by titus flavius and thousands of jewish priests were
exterminated josephus now bearing his sponsor s last name followed titus flavius to rome
with at least 250 relatives and friends here they were made roman citizens but then
subsequently disappeared from recorded history barbiero s careful study of early
christianity shows however that these surviving members of moses s high priest lineage
succeeded in taking control of the nascent roman church and masterminded its
extraordinary success using a wide range of evidence drawn from fields as disparate as
archaeology heraldry and genetics barbiero shows how these descendants of moses
used the cult of mithras to eventually seize control of the secular roman authority as well
he then follows step by step the spread of the members of this secret priestly elite into
what was to become the aristocracy of medieval europe and how their influence
continues to be felt in modern secret societies like freemasonry

michelangelo s puzzle forgery star maps and the sistine chapel will be popular with
readers who are interested art crime art history astronomy and puzzles michelangelo s
puzzle expands on rebecca s article published in journal of art crime 2019 in which she
argued that the vatican s laoco6n group was created by michelangelo as a forged
antiquity drawing on the traditional link between laoco6n and the constellation of
ophiuchus michelangelo was able to depict the famous sculpture within the context of a
hidden star map on the sistine chapel ceiling the foreword has been written by noah
charney founder of the association for research into crimes against art arca this book is
unique as it has been written by a professional artist who combines creative insight with
rigorous research

in the cult of mithras in late antiquity david walsh explores how the cult of mithras
developed across the 3rd and 4th centuries a d and why by the early 5th century the cult
had completely disappeared contrary to the traditional narrative that the cult was
violently persecuted out of existence by christians walsh demonstrates that the cult s
decline was a far more gradual process that resulted from a variety of factors he also
challenges the popular image of the cult as a monolithic entity highlighting how by the 4th
century mithras had come to mean different things to different people in different places

der 5 band der reihe montafoner gipfeltreffen beschaftigt sich mit dem globalen
phanomen der religion in den bergen in seinen vielschichtigen facetten und Uber die
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jahrhunderte hinweg im zentrum steht dabei der berg als heiligtum an sich als wohnsitz
der gbtter als ort menschlicher schicksalsschlage berge und religion spielen fur alle
gebirgsgegenden der welt und in allen historischen zeiten eine entscheidende rolle
gebirge konnen als heilig gelten und als gottheiten oder als wohnsitze von géttern
damonen oder geistwesen angesehen werden in frage kommen hier vor allem exponiert
stehende berge als landmarken vulkane und an bodenschatzen wasser und wild reiche
erhebungen berge und gebirge erfahren aber auch deshalb verehrung weil sie mit
bestimmten ereignissen verbunden werden diese reichen von gottlichen erscheinungen
bis hin zu den unzahligen menschlichen schicksalsschlagen die niederschlag in religiosen
bitt und dankeszeichen und handlungen fanden die publikation religion in den bergen
beschaftigt sich mit heiligen bergen und sakralen orten mit berggdttern und
hohenheiligtimern mit bergen und religiéser performanz mit gebirge und mythos sowie
mit religion und leben im gebirge

an overview of mithraism the ancient roman mystery religion popular in the roman legions
provides a comprehensive history of mithraism including its influence on christianity and
islam includes rituals meditations and teaching tales for readers who wish to follow the
mithraic path studies the evolution and divergence of the eastern persian and western
roman forms of mithraism the mysteries of mithras presents a revival of the magical
practices and initiatory system of mithraism the ancient roman mystery religion that was
immensely popular in the roman legions from the late second century b c untila d 400
and was taken to every corner of the roman empire as the last pagan state religion in
europe it was the most important competitor to early christianity and heavily influenced
christian doctrine and symbolism the parallels between christianity and ancient mithraism
are striking for example the god mithra was born of a virgin in a cave on december 25
payam nabarz reveals the history origins and spiritual and philosophical tenets of
mithraism and its connections to christianity islam and freemasonry he also describes the
modern neo pagan practice of mithraism in evidence today and for readers who wish to
adopt the mithraic path he includes seven of its initiatory rituals and meditations as well
as orations and teaching tales that open the door to the seven mithraic grades of passage

four hundred and eighty beautifully illustrated pages filled with fresh information and eye
opening explanations will bring tarot enthusiasts more knowledge and understanding
than ever before this illuminating guide begins by restoring the cards authentic order
which opens up new philosophical possibilities in interpretation

attilio mastrocinque explains the mysteries of mithras in a new way as a transformation of
mazdean elements into an ideological and religious reading of augustus story the author
shows that the character of mithras played the role of apollo in favoring augustus victory
and the birth of the roman empire
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a fascinating study of persia s interactions and exchanges of influence with ancient
greece and the roman empire the founding of the first persian empire by the achaemenid
king cyrus the great in the sixth century bce established one of the greatest world powers
of antiquity extending from the borders of greece to northern india persia was seen by
the greeks as a vastly wealthy and powerful rival and often as an existential threat when
the macedonian king alexander the great finally conquered the achaemenid empire in
330 bce greek culture spread throughout the near east but local dynasties first the
parthian 247 bce 224 ce and then the sasanian 224 651 ce reestablished themselves the
rise of the roman empire as a world power quickly brought it too into conflict with persia
despite the common trade that flowed through their territories persia addresses the
political intellectual religious and artistic relations between persia greece and rome from
the seventh century bce to the arab conquest of 651 ce essays by international scholars
trace interactions and exchanges of influence with more than three hundred images this
richly illustrated volume features sculpture jewelry silver luxury vessels coins gems and
inscriptions that reflect the persian ideology of empire and its impact throughout persia s
own diverse lands and the greek and roman spheres this volume is published to
accompany a major international exhibition presented at the getty villa from april 6 to
august 8 2022
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