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in plays of sophocles oedipus the king oedipus at colonus antigone the esteemed playwright weaves a tapestry
of fate duty and moral conflict reflecting the complexities of human existence and the inexorable nature of
destiny the literary style exemplifies the classical greek tragic form characterized by compelling dialogue and
profound philosophical inquiry each play serves not only as a dramatic narrative but also as a thematic
exploration of ethical dilemmas faced by individuals in their struggle against societal expectations and divine
will thereby resonating through the ages in its exploration of human suffering and enlightenment sophocles an
eminent figure of ancient greek literature lived through a period of considerable political and cultural
upheaval that influenced his works his innovative use of character development and introduction of a third
actor in the dramatic form exemplify his desire to deepen the exploration of human emotion and agency in
the face of fate having personally witnessed the effects of war and tragedy in athenian society sophocles
plays convey profound insights into the human condition drawing on both personal and collective experiences
of his time this compilation is highly recommended for anyone seeking a deep understanding of classical
tragedy and its relevance in contemporary discourse each play stands as a testament to sophocles genius and
offers a rich dialogue on morality and human experience that remains pertinent to modern audiences
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a boon for classicists and general readers alike for the reader who comes to tragedy for the first time these
translations are eminently accessible and consummately american in tone and feeling for the classicist these
versions constitute an ambitious reinterpretation of traditional masterpieces after 2 500 years the poetry of
euripides and aeschylus has found a new voice in fact ten of them boston book review

fresh new translations of sophocles s three theban plays by acclaimed theater director bryan doerries which
emphasize the contemporary relevance of these classic greek tragedies here are oedipus the king oedipus at
colonus and antigone in fresh new versions for contemporary readers and audiences each has been the basis
for groundbreaking theatrical performances by theater of war productions in which actors present dramatic
readings followed by town hall style discussions these forums are designed to confront social issues by
evoking raw personal reactions to themes highlighted in the plays the oedipus project is an innovative digital
initiative that presents scenes from oedipus the king as a catalyst for frank and restorative online
conversations about the impact of the covid 19 pandemic on diverse communities first performed in 429 bc
during the time of a plague that killed one third of the athenian population it is a story of arrogant leadership
ignored prophecy and a pestilence that ravages the city of thebes a story that is as relevant now as it was in its
own time the oedipus at colonus project presents readings of scenes from sophocles final play oedipus at
colonus for powerful community driven conversations about homelessness the immigration and refugee
crises and the challenges of eldercare during and after the pandemic antigone in ferguson is a pioneering
project that fuses dramatic readings from antigone with live choral music culminating in powerful healing
discussions about race and social justice antigone in ferguson was conceived in the wake of michael brown s
death in 2014 through a collaboration between theater of war productions and community members from
ferguson missouri and premiered at normandy high school michael brown s alma mater

this anthology includes english translations of three plays of sophocles oidipous cycle antigone king oidipous
and oidipous at colonus the trilogy includes an introductory essay on sophocles life ancient theatre and the
mythic and religious background of the plays each of these plays is available from focus in a single play
edition focus classical library provides close translations with notes and essays to provide access to
understanding greek culture

the latest title to join the acclaimed greek tragedy in new translations series sophocles oedipus at colonus tells
the story of the last day in the life of oedipus it was written at the end of the fifth century bce in athens in the
final years of the golden age of athenian culture and in the last year of sophocles own life at the center of the
play is the mysterious transformation of oedipus from an old and blind beggar totally dependent on his
daughters to the man who rises from his seat and without help leads everyone to the place where he is
destined to die in the background of this transformation stands the grove of the furies the sacred place of the
implacable goddesses who pursue the violators of blood relationships although oedipus who killed his father
and married his mother is an obvious target of the furies vengeance he enters their grove at the beginning of
the play sure that it is the resting place apollo has predicted for him the reversals and paradoxes in the play
speak to the struggle that oedipus life and the action of the play bring vividly before us how do we as humans
subject to constant change find stable ground on which to stand and define our moral lives sophocles offers
his play as a witness to the remarkable human capacity to persevere in this struggle
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the legends surrounding the royal house of thebes inspired sophocles to create a powerful trilogy of mankind
s struggle aginst fate king oedipus tells of a man who brings pestilence to thebes for crimes he doesn t realise
he has committed and then inflicts a brutal punishment on himself it is a devastating portrayl of a ruler
brought down by his own oath oedipus at colonus provides a fitting conclusion to the life of the aged and
blinded king while antigone depicts the fall of the next generation through the conflict between a young
woman ruled by her conscience and a king too confident in his own authority

the three theban plays oedipus the king oedipus at colonus antigone by sophocles translation by f storr to laius
king of thebes an oracle foretold that the child born to him by his queen jocasta would slay his father and
wed his mother so when in time a son was born the infant s feet were riveted together and he was left to die
on mount cithaeron but a shepherd found the babe and tended him and delivered him to another shepherd
who took him to his master the king of corinth polybus being childless adopted the boy who grew up
believing that he was indeed the king s son afterwards doubting his parentage he inquired of the delphic god
and heard himself the word declared before to laius wherefore he fled from what he deemed his father s
house and in his flight he encountered and unwillingly slew his father laius arriving at thebes he answered the
riddle of the sphinx and the grateful thebans made their deliverer king so he reigned in the room of laius and
espoused the widowed queen children were born to them and thebes prospered under his rule but again a
grievous plague fell upon the city again the oracle was consulted and it bade them purge themselves of blood
guiltiness oedipus denounces the crime of which he is unaware and undertakes to track out the criminal step
by step it is brought home to him that he is the man the closing scene reveals jocasta slain by her own hand
and oedipus blinded by his own act and praying for death or exile

sophocles i1 contains the plays antigone translated by elizabeth wyckoff oedipus the king translated by david
grene and oedipus at colonus translated by robert fitzgerald many years ago the university of chicago press
undertook a momentous project a new translation of the greek tragedies that would be the ultimate resource
for teachers students and readers they succeeded under the expert management of eminent classicists david
grene and richmond lattimore those translations combined accuracy poetic immediacy and clarity of
presentation to render the surviving masterpieces of aeschylus sophocles and euripides in an english so lively
and compelling that they remain the standard translations the updated third editions of these classic works
were designed to ensure that our greek tragedies remain the leading english language versions throughout the
twenty first century in this highly anticipated third edition mark griffith and glenn w most have carefully
updated the translations to bring them even closer to the ancient greek while retaining the vibrancy for which
our english versions are famous this edition also includes brand new translations of euripides medea the
children of heracles andromache and iphigenia among the taurians fragments of lost plays by aeschylus and
the surviving portion of sophocles s satyr drama the trackers new introductions for each play offer essential
information about its first production plot and reception in antiquity and beyond in addition each volume
includes an introduction to the life and work of its tragedian as well as notes addressing textual uncertainties
and a glossary of names and places mentioned in the plays in addition to the new content the volumes have
been reorganized both within and between volumes to reflect the most up to date scholarship on the order in
which the plays were originally written the result is a set of handsome paperbacks destined to introduce new
generations of readers to these foundational works of western drama art and life
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the stirring tale of a legendary royal family s fall and ultimate redemption the theban trilogy endures as the
crowning achievement of greek drama essential reading for english and classical studies majors

the timeless theban tragedies of sophocles oedipus the tyrant oedipus at colonus and antigone have fascinated
and moved audiences and readers across the ages with their haunting plots and their unforgettable heroes and
heroines now following the best texts faithfully and translating the key moral religious and political
terminology of the plays accurately and consistently peter j ahrensdorf and thomas 1 pangle allow
contemporary readers to study the most literally exact reproductions of precisely what sophocles wrote
rendered in readily comprehensible english these translations enable readers to engage the theban plays of
sophocles in their full authentic complexity and to study with precision the plays profound and enduring
human questions in the preface notes to the plays and introductions ahrensdorf and pangle supply critical
historical mythic and linguistic background information and highlight the moral religious political
philosophic and psychological questions at the heart of each of the plays even readers unfamiliar with greek
drama will find what they need to experience reflect on and enjoy these towering works of classical literature

sophocles theban plays oedipus the king oedipus at colonus and antigone lie at the core of the western literary
canon they are extensively translated universally taught and frequently performed chronicling the downfall of
oedipus the legendary king of thebes and his descendants the theban plays are as relevant to present day
thought about love duty patriotism family and war as when they were written 2 500 years ago recent
translations of the plays while linguistically correct often fail to capture the beauty of sophocles original
words in combining the skills of a distinguished poet ruth fainlight and an eminent classical scholar robert j
littman this new edition of the theban plays is both a major work of poetry and a faithful translation of the
original works thoughtful introductions extensive notes and glossaries frame each of the plays within their
historical contexts and illuminate important themes mythological roots and previous interpretations this
elegant and uncommonly readable translation will make these seminal greek tragedies accessible to a new
generation of readers

the theban trilogy consists of oedipus the king oedipus at colonus and antigone together these tell the tragic
story of oedipus the king of thebes and his daughter antigone oedipus the king in latin oedipus rex sees the
youthful oedipus consults the oracle at delphi wherein it predicts that he will mate with his own mother and
shed with his own hands the blood of his own sire oedipus at colonus has the elderly oedipus by now
ostracised and distrusted by society at large for his earlier unintended wrongdoing blind after gouging out his
own eyes in reaction to the revelations of the first play it is his daughter sister antigone who escorts him to
king theseus the final play in the trilogy is antigone this title sees oedipus offspring navigate the drama of a
civil war in thebes all three compositions are superb examples of greek drama owing to their revelatory
contents and narrative twists sophocles theban plays remain popular to this day

revising and updating his classic 1958 translation paul roche captures the dramatic power and intensity the
subtleties of meaning and the explosive emotions of sophocles great theban trilogy in vivid poetic language
he presents the timeless story of a noble family moving toward catastrophe dragged down from wealth and
power by pride cursed with incest suicide and murder
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the theban trilogy is comprised of sophocles plays oedipus the king oedipus at colonus and antigone together
these tell the tragic story of oedipus the king of thebes and his daughter antigone oedipus the king in latin
oedipus rex sees the youthful oedipus consults the oracle at delphi wherein it tells him he will mate with his
own mother and shed with his own hands the blood of his own sire terrified of this prophecy he flees those he
believes are his biological parents only to unwittingly encounter and kill his biological father king laius this
incident sets in motion the events that will see the delphic prophecy proven terribly correct oedipus
unwittingly marries jocasta his own mother who bores him four children oedipus at colonus has the elderly
oedipus by now ostracised and distrusted by society at large for his earlier unintended wrongdoing now blind
after gouging out his own eyes in reaction to the revelations of the first play it is his daughter sister antigone
who escorts him to king theseus with whom he desires to speak prior to death in the dramatic conclusion
leading to the death of oedipus the gods themselves pass judgement upon his terrible sins of patricide and
incest the final play in the trilogy is antigone this title sees oedipus offspring navigate the drama of a civil war
in thebes alternating between verbal engagement and vying with the proud monarch creon portrayed as a
heroine antigone s steels her resolve in a time of upheaval and tragically destructive infighting between the
theban elite this celebrated and authoritative translation was composed by the classical scholar f storr

sophocles along with aeschylus and euripides is considered one of three important ancient greek tragedians
writing during the 5th century bc sophocles created some one hundred and twenty three plays during his
lifetime of which only seven have survived in their entirety in this edition are included the three theban plays
which are widely considered his most important works this collection of dramas includes antigone the story
of its title character a strong heroine whose complete commitment to familial duty brings her to challenge the
will of her king oedipus the king the legend of oedipus who is exiled as an infant by his royal father because
of a prophesy of patricide and incest and oedipus at colonus a drama which finds oedipus at the end of his
life caught between the warring kings of athens and thebes who each desire that oedipus s final resting place
be in their respective lands these tragedies are some of the finest examples from classical antiquity and their
influence on the development of modern drama cannot be overstated this edition is printed on premium acid
free paper follows the translations of francis storr and includes introductions by r ¢ jebb

the doomed king of thebes brings shame on his family in this iconic three play cycle of ancient greek
literature a foundational work of western drama oedipus rex as a young man oedipus was told of a prophecy
that he would kill his father and marry his mother fleeing his home to escape his destiny he becomes the king
of thebes by marrying the former king s widow but now thebes is cursed until oedipus discovers who killed
his predecessor a mystery that will lead him to his own doom oedipus at colonus blind and exiled from his
own country oedipus takes up residence in colonus while his two sons battle for the throne of thebes an
oracle has pronounced that the location of their disgraced father s final resting place will determine which of
them will win but an old enemy has his own plans for the burial antigone the war is over and thebes s ruler
creon decrees that the body of polynices oedipus s son is not to be buried but antigone the late warrior s sister
answers to a higher authority when she breaks the law to bury her brother with proper rites her act of civil
disobedience will unleash great upheaval

book one antigone is a tragedy by sophocles written in or before 441 bc it is the third of the three theban
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plays but was the first written chronologically the play expands on the theban legend that predated it and
picks up where aeschylus seven against thebes ends book twooedipus rex also known by its greek title
oedipus tyrannus or oedipus the king is an athenian tragedy by sophocles that was first performed around 429
bc originally to the ancient greeks the title was simply oedipus as it is referred to by aristotle in the poetics it
is thought to have been renamed oedipus tyrannus to distinguish it from oedipus at colonus in antiquity the
term tyrant referred to a ruler but it did not necessarily have a negative connotation of his three theban plays
that have survived and that deal with the story of oedipus oedipus rex was the second to be written however
in terms of the chronology of events that the plays describe it comes first followed by oedipus at colonus and
then antigone book three oedipus at colonus is one of the three theban plays of the athenian tragedian
sophocles it was written shortly before sophocles death in 406 bc and produced by his grandson also called
sophocles at the festival of dionysus in 401 bc in the timeline of the plays the events of oedipus at colonus
occur after oedipus the king and before antigone however it was the last of sophocles three theban plays to be
written the play describes the end of oedipus tragic life legends differ as to the site of oedipus death
sophocles set the place at colonus a village near athens and also sophocles own birthplace where the blinded
oedipus has come with his daughters antigone and ismene as suppliants of the erinyes and of theseus the king
of athens

sophocles along with aeschylus and euripides is considered one of three important ancient greek tragedians
writing during the 5th century bc sophocles created some one hundred and twenty three plays during his
lifetime of which only seven have survived in their entirety in this edition are included the three theban plays
which are widely considered his most important works this collection of dramas includes antigone the story
of its title character a strong heroine whose complete commitment to familial duty brings her to challenge the
will of her king oedipus the king the legend of oedipus who is exiled as an infant by his royal father because
of a prophesy of patricide and incest and oedipus at colonus a drama which finds oedipus at the end of his
life caught between the warring kings of athens and thebes who each desire that oedipus s final resting place
be in their respective lands these tragedies are some of the finest examples from classical antiquity and their
influence on the development of modern drama cannot be overstated this edition is printed on premium acid
free paper follows the translations of francis storr and includes introductions by r ¢ jebb
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